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LeGaL Foundation to Honor Michael Adams & Richard Socarides 

Community Vision Awards to be Presented at LeGaL Annual Dinner
The LeGaL Foundation is pleased to announce that its 2010 Community Vision Awards will be presented at LeGaL’s annual dinner on March 18th to Michael Adams, Executive Director of SAGE (Services & Advocacy for GLBT  Elders), and Richard Socarides, Of Counsel to the firm of Brady Klein Weissman LLP.  Each award recipient has a distinguished record of service to the LGBT community and the LeGaL Foundation is proud to pay tribute to their achievements.  
Prior to joining SAGE, which is the oldest and largest organization in the country providing services and advocacy for LGBT seniors, Adams was the Director of Education and Public Affairs for Lambda Legal. In that capacity, he oversaw all of Lambda Legal’s community education, communications, and outreach programs throughout the country.  Trained as a lawyer, Michael spent a decade leading cutting edge litigation that established new rights for LGBT people, first as Associate Director of the ACLU’s Lesbian and Gay Rights Project, and then as deputy legal director at Lambda Legal. 
A graduate of Stanford Law School and Harvard College, Michael has authored numerous publications on an array of LGBT issues. He has taught seminars on Sexual Orientation and the Law, and serves on advisory councils for the AARP, American Society on Aging, and the New York City Department for the Aging. Adams has discussed and debated LGBT issues on hundreds of media programs, including Larry King Live, The O’Reilly Factor, Hannity & Colmes, and NPR’s Morning Edition and All Things Considered. He was named one of the "100 most influential gay men and lesbians" by Out Magazine.
Socarides served as White House Special Assistant to President Bill Clinton, where he worked on legal, policy and political issues.  He served as senior advisor to Clinton on gay civil rights from 1997-99.  In Washington, he also worked as a strategist on Capitol Hill, as Special Assistant to Senator Tom Harkin (D-Iowa).  Socarides was a partner in the law firm of Squadron, Ellenoff, Plesent and Lehrer and has worked in media (Time Warner), entertainment (New Line Cinema), and technology (AOL). He has held staff positions in several presidential campaigns and served as spokesperson for a Hollywood motion picture studio.  At his present firm, Brady Klein Weissman LLP, he specializes in litigation, family law and the legal rights of gay men and lesbians.  

Socarides has been called “a power broker with principles” in The Washington Post and listed in the OUT 100. His opinion pieces have appeared in print (The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal) and on-line (The Huffington Post, AMERICAblog). Socarides is frequently quoted in national publications and often appears as a political commentator and expert on television.
LeGaL’s March 18th Annual Dinner will be held in New York City at the Ritz-Carlton Battery Park from 6-10:30 in the evening.  For more information on the event, including sponsorship information, please visit our website at www.le-gal.org.
The LeGaL Foundation is the non-profit arm of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Law Association of Greater New York, one of the largest stand-alone bar associations of its kind in the country, and runs long-standing programs for the public and the legal community including, among others, a weekly pro bono legal clinic at the LGBT Center in Manhattan that sees more than five hundred visitors annually; a judicial internship program that places LGBT law students with judges for the summer to promote interest in the judiciary; a name change clinic for the trans community; the publication of Lesbian/Gay LawNotes, a comprehensive monthly publication covering the latest judicial and legislative developments of interest to the LGBT community; and our annual law conference.  Our organization also presents CLEs throughout the year on a range of topics relevant to the communities we serve.
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